TURKEY DAY

Biographies of Key Personnel


Louie Cowan – Writer/Director

Louie Cowan is originally from Cape Town, South Africa. He started his show business career after studying acting at the prestigious American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York.  Two years ago, Louie relocated from Chicago to Columbus.  

While in Chicago, Louie performed in a handful of television commercials, on stage in the critically acclaimed Catbox Cabaret, and in the Bailiwick Theatre’s production of Margaret Atwood’s Rape Fantasies – as a rapist with a head cold, and also as the lead singer and MC on the Spirit of Chicago cruise line.

Amongst other productions, he has appeared in the South African premiere of Forever Plaid as Jinx, Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat as Joseph, as Don in Athol Fugard’s People Are Living There, The Sound of Music as Rolf and Godspell as John the Baptist and Judas.  Before leaving South Africa he wrote, produced and directed a highly successful musical review called 2½ Tenors, featuring himself and one very large opera singer.  Recently, Louie played the role of First Reporter in the feature film Green Card Fever, worked as Sound Designer and Chief Lighting Technician on local short films Spotless and The Space Between, and has directed and produced two of his own short films, Safe House, and The Squirrel Militia.  He is also the Associate Producer and Editor for a Columbus Filmmaker’s Consortium PSA.

Challenging points in his career so far have been 5 months of living in a youth homeless shelter in New York City, and an incident that he could never forget...  when he was performing his personal cabaret on the “Achille Lauro” cruise ship and it caught on fire and sank 3 days off the coast of Somalia! (True to his mantra of turning lemons into lemonade, he captured the entire event on video and was able to sell the footage to CNN!)

High points have been finishing his first short film Safe House, winning the Cape Times Best Actor in a Musical Award in 1989, being nominated twice for a Vita Award (the equivalent of a Tony Award in South Africa) and the birth of his first child in November 2001.

Keith Carter – Producer
Keith Carter is a multi-faceted artist with a mind geared toward building institutions. He has been leaving a mark on society from the time he served as a student Representative on the South African working Group at the Ohio State University. He was a Student Organization President and Vice president at Geneva College, and founded the credited discussion group Bridges of Understanding. 

While at Geneva he studied Mechanical Engineering and Lighting Design. He also served as Lighting Manager and Staff member of the Bagpiper Theatre where he lit numerous stage productions. Following college, he Co-wrote, Directed and produced the seasonal play Mersava, which ran for four consecutive years.  He has acted in eleven productions.  His work in film includes The Brass Ring, The Worlds Most Haunted, Only For a Moment, Spotless, Do You What to Rap With Us, Angel Blade, The Calling, NightOwls of Coventry, and Ritual.





Keith currently serves as a Trustee and Financial Secretary for a local Congregation and works as a freelance Grip/Gaffer and Rigger/Stagehand for The Jerome Schottenstein Center, Entertainment Control Management and has been tapped as a Team leader for live events for The Diamond Mine/Graham Production Services company. He has recently Produced, Directed and was the Co-DP for The Space Between which has been accepted into the 2002 Ohio Independent Film Festival and Market.  He continues to work toward his ultimate goal of building a self-sustaining Film & Arts Production/Educational Institute.

Bo Buckley – Producer

Bo began his education at the University of Southern California, focusing primarily on film production, where he won honors over a number of competing students for co-directing job on his first short 16mm film. He later transferred to Wright State University’s Film Production program and produced two additional short 16mm films before finally earning his degree in Industrial Design Technology from The Art Institute of Pittsburgh. Along with his film production experience, Bo has been educated in many other areas including set design and construction and special effects fabrication.

Over the past several years, Bo has designed and constructed sets and props for local events and attractions in both Pennsylvania and Ohio, most notably the entire design and construction of a 6,000 square foot attraction that premiered in Marietta, Ohio. His design work has been exhibited and enjoyed by thousands of people over the past few years.

In 2000 Bo returned to his first passion, film and video production. His commercial work ranges from sports and events videos to marketing and promotional videos for such clients as Upper Arlington schools, The River Cities Symphony Orchestra and Continental Office and Real Estate. His latest work is a narrative trilogy that was produced in the summer of 2002.

Bo currently works as a graphic designer and has designed numerous marketing and promotional materials as well as gameday programs and advertisers for the Columbus Crew and Columbus Landsharks.

Chris Miller – Art Director

Chris graduated from Miami University with a degree in Video and Film production.  During his sophomore year at Miami, his first taste of being in front of the camera was when he acted in the independent feature The Dreamcatcher.  After his on camera experience he focused his energies on learning more about being behind the camera.  

During his senior year he landed a job on a made for television film as an On-set Dresser in the art department.  Since then he has worked in positions including Assistant Prop Master and First A.D.  He has also built up further experience in the art department on commercials and industrial videos and, out of his desire to understand different lighting techniques, has started to learn the grip and electric department.  He has also worked on commercials and films as a Grip.  Recently he shot a 20 second spot for a product that will be aired on QVC.  Chris has chosen a wide variety of film and video production experience for himself, seeking to understand all aspects of filmmaking and he feels that working on a film is what makes him happy!

Christopher Cook – Associate Producer

Christopher is the Internet Manager of Academic Services at OARnet, a regional Internet Service Provider (ISP) and division of Ohio State University.   As Internet Manager, Christopher ensures projects are complete on time and within budget.  He has led pricing, product offering, and cost management initiatives to benefit of both his clients and company.  With over 16 years of business experience, he is a valuable asset to the successful completion of any project.  Christopher has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Mount Union College in Alliance, Ohio and a Master of Science in Marketing and Communications from Franklin University in Columbus, Ohio.

Michael Evanichko – Associate Producer

Michael was born and raised in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. His filmmaking interests began at a fairly young age when he became fascinated with the idea that he could create characters and settings and incorporate them into interesting stories.  Writing opened the door to acting, and acting opened the door to producing, directing and working on other films in various capacities, including director of photography.  Writing credits include Vacation of Blood, Beach House Mayhem, A Taste of Blood, Christmas At Elizabeth’s, Buscorp, and Extractions. 

Recently, Michael founded a production company entitled “Excursion Theatre Productions.”  Under this company he has written, produced, directed and acted in seven films including Fish, Caught on Tape, Message in a Water Bottle, Funeral, Lizard, Ritual, and Spotless.  Michael has also worked on the feature film The Calling, and is currently in pre-production on the black comedy The Christmas of Forever.

Ritual has been shown in several film festivals, including the Firelight Shocks Film Festival in Modesto, CA where it was nominated for their ‘Audience Award.’  Michael is currently in negotiations with a DVD distribution company for worldwide distribution of Ritual.

Tatjana Longerot – Costume Designer

Tatjana was born and raised in Koblenz, Germany and after spending an exchange year in the United States, she decided to move here in 1990 to study Theatre. She graduated from Indiana University in South Bend, IN with a B.A. in Theatre in 1996 and worked the following three years as costume shop manager at IUSB and at Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN.  Tatjana has just received her M.F.A. in Costume Design from the Ohio State University.  She has designed costumes for CATCO, The Irish and American Theatre Company, and The Actor’s Ensemble Theatre Company in Columbus.  Her thesis show was Uncommon Clay at OSU.  Tatjana hopes to stay in Columbus, Ohio for at least another year, doing some free-lancing work and teaching Costume Design.

Larry Marotta – Composer/Musician

Larry Marotta is a guitarist and composer based in Columbus, Ohio. He is best known for his performances of free improvised music that combine his wide range of musical interests, odd sense of humor, and passion for sound as sound. In the past few years, he has performed in Chicago, New York City, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, Ann Arbor, Lansing, Louisville, and Miami Beach.

For the last several years, he has been involved in the scoring of classic silent films. His most recent project, scoring four Buster Keaton silents, will be sold to television through Kino International.

In addition to exploring music on the fringe, he has also played with hip-hop group Poets of Heresy, surf trio Porterhouse, free-form rock band Schtick, and modernist jazz ensemble Honk, Wail, and Moan, as well as giving solo concerts of traditional ragtime fingerstyle guitar.

Larry is strongly committed to creating a world-class new music scene in his home city. He also runs his own CD label, Gramajones Records. His most recent release is St. Louis Needs More Robots, a recording of solo acoustic guitar improvisations. 

Larry Marotta was born in New Jersey but raised in Miami, Florida. After receiving his BA in Philosophy from Florida Atlantic University in 1989, Larry relocated to Columbus where he currently lives with his wife, Becky, and their daughter Kate.
Joey Wishnia – Principal Actor

Joey was educated at Rhodes University and received a Teaching Diploma (Licentiate) in Speech and Drama from Trinity College, London.

He has worked in practically every facet of the entertainment industry, having been actor, director, teacher and appeared in music hall, opera, cabaret, revues, movies, TV and many radio dramas, serials and soap operas (remember radio?). 

He has written scripts for children’s theatre, devised and appeared in four one-man shows and developed several educational programs aimed at encouraging children to read. He is also a story-teller whose script, Stories Small, a program of African folk-tales from all cultures, was performed at the ‘Blooming Lights Festival’ at the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens in New York in December, 1999.

In 1993, he was the recipient of a special award for his contribution to children’s theatre in South Africa.  He came to the United States in 1993 and quickly established himself in Denver, Colorado as actor and director concentrating on classical theatre.

He has appeared in numerous television commercials, industrials, and the most recent stage plays including The Sisters Rosenzweig; as Scrooge in A Christmas Carol; Herr Schultz in Cabaret for which he received raves from the critics and most recently appeared as Louis Howe in Annie and Mark Twain in Big River. 









